Conformation of uteroglobin fragments.
The conformation of three fragments of uteroglobin in aqueous solution and in the presence of SDS micelles is described. Two of these fragments correspond to helix II and helix III of uteroglobin, the crystal structure of which is made of four helices. The third peptide comprises helices II and III, with the connecting beta-turn. While helix II does not interact strongly with the micelles, helix III adopts a rather clear alpha-helix in this system. The elongation of helix III with the addition of helix II at the N-terminus somewhat stabilizes the ordered structure. It is possible that the beta-turn found in the crystal is also present in solution.